Electronic medical record, error detection, and error reduction: a pediatric critical care perspective.
Automated extraction of data from computer-based medical records for use in quality improvement has been described for >20 yrs. This article reviews the role of the electronic medical record in automating adverse event detection in the study of medication errors, nosocomial infection, and in the perioperative setting. In addition, the use of the electronic medical record in the detection and reduction of delays in STAT (at once) radiology testing and respiratory therapy treatment will be reviewed. The electronic medical record, including computerized provider order entry, can have an important effect on medical error detection and reduction.